
Common Council Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, November 1, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. 

Chilton City Hall – Lower Level 
42 School St., Chilton, WI 53014 

 
 
Pursuant to Section 19.84(2) and (3) of the Wisconsin State Statutes, notice is hereby given to the 
public, to the Tri-County News, the official newspaper of Chilton, and to those news media who have 
filed a written request for this notice that a meeting of the above-referenced was held at the date, time 
and location listed above. 
 
This meeting was conducted both in City Hall and via remote conferencing due to a State of 
Emergency and federal, state, and local guidance on gatherings. Members of the public may join 
meeting through a Zoom link or call +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago), Meeting ID: 970 4854 9352, 
Password: 434719.  
 
Notice is hereby given that much of the Common Council of the City of Chilton, or a standing 
committee of that body were present at this meeting to gather information about the subject matter 
which they have decision making responsibility. 
 
The above governmental body met to discuss and possibly act on the following agenda items as set 
forth below: 
 

The regular meeting of the Chilton Common Council held at the Chilton City Hall was called to order at 6:30 
p.m. by Mayor Tom Reinl. 
 
ROLL CALL:  
Council members Peggy Loose, Robbie Seipel, Rick Jaeckels, Kath Schmitzer, and Joe Schoenborn were 
present at roll call. Jon Kragh and Ron Gruett were absent. Other city officials present were Mayor Tom Reinl, 
City Administrator David DeTroye, and DPW Chris Marx.   
Also in attendance was Betty Schilling, Rachael Siehs, Ron Wolf, and Dan DeTroye. 
Those in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
AGENDA: Motion by Loose seconded by Schmitzer and carried by unanimous voice vote to approve the 
Common Council Agenda for November 1, 2022, as presented.  
 
REPORT OF OFFICERS: 
MAYOR – Tom Reinl –  

▪ Mayor Reinl updated the council of the on-going TID # 6 Retention Pond Dispute. Legal parties for the 

city as well as the Koehler Family will have a site visit the week of November 7, 2022.  

▪ Mayor Reinl updated the council with the dates of the budget process, including a special meeting set 

for November 29, 2022, and informed them the city received the health insurance renewal which was 

returned at a 72% increase. The city is working with McClone on other options. Mayor Reinl informed 

members of the General Government committee that a special meeting may be called next week for 

discussion. 

▪ City met with adjacent Towns that are within the Fire District to discuss the 2023 Fire & EMS Budget.  

▪ Mayor Reinl made mention of the spring 2023 election, which council members are up for re-election, 

and the dates papers can be distributed for office.  

CITY ADMINISTRATOR - David DeTroye – No Report 
 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS – Chris Marx –  

▪ Park restrooms are being closed for the season, expect all restrooms to be closed within the next week. 

▪ Leaf Collection continues on an as needed basis.  Collection will continue until about Thanksgiving, or 

weather dictates otherwise.   



▪ Underground Utility construction continues in Chillington Meadows.   

▪ Irish Road and Geiser Way paving operations are currently being completed.  Landscaping, sidewalk 

construction and Bessy Lane construction still in progress. 

CHIEF OF POLICE – Craig Plehn – No Report 
 
Minutes: Motion by Schmitzer, seconded by Loose and carried by unanimous voice vote to approve the 
minutes of the council meeting held on October 18, 2022.  
Operator Licenses – None. 
October Financial Report – Motion by Jaeckels, seconded by Seipel and carried by unanimous voice vote to 
approve the October Financial report as reported.  
Payment of Bills: Motion by Schmitzer, seconded by Jaeckels to pay all bills.  
Roll Call Vote: Jaeckels, Loose, Seipel, Schmitzer, and Schoenborn all cast Aye votes. 5 – 0 motion carried.  
Audience Participation: None 

 
New Business: 

1. McMahon Engineering - South Madison Street Reconstruction Bid – Separate Handouts (11x17) – 

DPW Marx presented the bid results to the council for the South Madison Street Utility Project. Ten (10) 

contractors bid on the project with the low bid being received from Alfson Excavating LLC. DPW Marx 

and Ron Wolf of McMahon Engineering met with Alfson to qualify the bid prior to the council meeting 

and potential action. The project allows for completion in fall or winter and spring of 2023. Alfson 

intends to complete the work this fall. Motion by Schoenborn, seconded by Jaeckels to approve the bid 

of $295,524.00 for Alfson Excavating LLC for the South Madison Street Utility reconstruction project 

with funds to be taken from the water and sewer utility accounts. Roll Call Vote: Jaeckels, Loose, 

Seipel, Schmitzer, and Schoenborn all cast Aye votes. 5 – 0 motion carried.  

2. Change Order # 3 Irish Road Project – Peters Concrete $33,159.70 – DPW Marx informed the council 

that after the surface of Irish Road was milled off, significant patches of gravel were visible. If gravel is 

visible, the base is not sufficient to apply a new topcoat. Marx recommends the city pay the additional 

funds in the change order to prepare the base of the road to receive the final coat which will make for a 

better road that will last longer. Motion by Schmitzer, seconded by Jaeckel to approve change order #3 

with Peters Concrete for $33,159.70 with funds to be taken from the TID # 6 Account. Roll Call Vote: 

Jaeckels, Loose, Seipel, Schmitzer, and Schoenborn all cast Aye votes. 5 – 0 motion carried.  

3. Reed Street Storm Relay – Immel Construction - $10,864.00 – Account # 53440 Storm Sewers – DPW 

Marx informed the council that this work was budgeted for 2023. With the contractor on site for the 

Chillington Meadows project, an affordable price was offered for work to be completed yet this week. 

Mayor Reinl informed the council that the work could be completed utilizing non-lapsing fund account # 

53440 and be reimbursed after the new year. Motion by Loose, seconded by Schoenborn to approve 

the bid of $10,864.00 for Immel Construction for completion of the Reed Street Storm water relay pipe 

and catch basin project with funds to be taken from account # 53440. Roll Call Vote: Jaeckels, Loose, 

Seipel, Schmitzer, and Schoenborn all cast Aye votes. 5 – 0 motion carried.   

4. Tree Abatement Work – 57 West Washington Street Parcel # 17266 – Verbal $750 Quote – DPW Marx 

informed the council that the property at 57 West Washington Street was surveyed for the proposed 

new fire and EMS building. The survey identified a tree on the West property line that would need to be 

removed to facilitate underground utilities. The tree was located directly on the property line with the 

neighbor. Marx spoke with the property owner who will allow the tree to be removed to facilitate the 

project if the city assist with removing one other additional diseased tree in his yard. Marx received a 

verbal quote from Aspen Tree Service for $750 to fell the two trees with the remaining work, (cutting 

and stumping) to be completed by the city crew. Council member Loose asked if the homeowner was 

using the tree on the property line as leverage against the city. Marx agreed but insisted this payment 

and work would be the cheapest and easiest resolution to the problem. Motion by Schmitzer, seconded 

by Jaeckels to approve the quote of $750.00 from Aspen Tree services for the abatement of two trees 

at 57 West Washington Street with funds to be taken from the Capital Improvement Fund.  

5. Professional Services Agreement – MSA $3,000 – Klinkner Park Master Plan – Contingent upon RDA 

Funding – Administrator DeTroye informed the council that two potential grants are available for vibrant 



spaces and that he and DPW Marx have pinpointed Klinkner Park as an area of need. To draft the 

appropriate grant submittal, a proposal of improvements with renderings and costs should be prepared 

for the parkland space. A professional services agreement for $3,000.00 was received from MSA for 

master planning, renderings, and costing. The approval by council would be contingent upon the RDA 

approving the funding of the project at the November 9, 2022, committee meeting. Motion by Jaeckels, 

seconded by Seipel to approve the professional services agreement with MSA for $3,000.00 for the 

master planning of Klinkner Park with funding contingent upon RDA approval. Roll Call Vote: Jaeckels, 

Loose, Seipel, Schmitzer, and Schoenborn all cast Aye votes. 5 – 0 motion carried.   

6. Workhorse Software Proposal $3,000 – 25% Water - 25% Sewer - 50% Clerk Reserve NLF Account # 

51420-790 – Administrator DeTroye informed the council that the payroll program of the city is archaic 

and still relies upon pen and paper. A process exists that is compatible with the city software program 

Workhorse. A quote for $3,000.00 was received from Workhorse for the program and training. The only 

other annual cost would be dependent upon the number of timecards. The city would fall into the lowest 

tier and would also realize a $250.00 annual fee. Motion by Schmitzer, seconded by Schoenborn to 

approve the quote of $3,000.00 for a Workhorse payroll solution application with 25% of the funds taken 

from the sewer utility, 25% of the funds from the water utility, and 50% of the funds taken from Clerk 

Reserve account 51420-790. Roll Call Vote: Jaeckels, Loose, Seipel, Schmitzer, and Schoenborn all 

cast Aye votes. 5 – 0 motion carried.   

7. 2023 Budget Proposal – Additional Borrowing for Park Projects – Administrator DeTroye led a lengthy 

discussion regarding the current long-term debt of the city and the capacity to borrow and levy more 

long-term debt in 2023 to complete city projects. The premise of this discussion was to inform the 

council that the city can capitalize on a one-year window that remains open prior to the Chilton School 

District borrowing for the approved referendum funds. The city has the capacity to temporarily raise its’ 

levy to fund projects or lessen the long-term interest debt associated with prior financing. The additional 

borrowing remains dependent upon Calumet County as their final levy rate have not been submitted. 

This needs to be discussed as an opportunity (funding mechanism) and not as a long-term budget 

constraint. The school district will be raising the rate in 23/24 for the referendum funding, and this is 

merely another “smart” opportunity for the city to obtain funds for needed upgrades and amenities. For 

every additional $100,000.00 of money borrowed utilizing near cash financing (one-year), it is assumed 

the mill rate for the city portion will increase .32 cents per 1000 of valuation. DeTroye also informed the 

council that the annual principal and interest payments on a $500,000 borrow over the course of ten 

years would consume approximately 50% of the funds available from the hotel/motel tax and increased 

lake district levy. No action was taken, as this discussion was in advance of the 2023 budget meeting 

scheduled for November 15, 2022.  

Communication: 
1. October Building Permit Summary was distributed. 
2. The Spring 2023 notice of Council members up for re-election was distributed. 

 
Adjournment: Motion by Loose seconded by Seipel to adjourn at 7:44 pm. 
Unanimous voice vote and carried to approve. 
 
Meeting Minutes Prepared by: 
David DeTroye 
City Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer 


